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A woman who was present raised high above her bead the coffin of her baby
killed on the preceding evening by a fascist bomb splinter and summoned her co-
religionaries to avenge her on the fascists.
Unforgettable is the sense of solidarity and spiritual unity with which the
people of Ore! prayed in those terrible days. But so It has always been with
us Russian people. Even when only one suffers, all feel with him.
For us, even our prayers are common pras'ers, of all the people, and when
we pray we pray for the whole nation because we, the whole nation, are a unity.
One cannot but be moved by the report of the conversation between the
Russian patriot, the warden of Orel Church; Pchelkin, and his son, an Orel
engine-driver.
"So the Antichrist has decorated you!" the father said, kissing his son's
injured face. "But don't be afraid of them. They have no real str.Mglh.
They are simply bullying us."
"But of course, Dad. Somehow one doesn't think about onesolf. Last
night the Germans set my train on fire. But we managed all right. Got the
carriages uncoupled just in time. There were no casualties and ! got everyone to
their destination all right."
"Bravo, son! That's right. You have not shamed your old father. Only
remember this: save others if you want happiness for your dear ones. And
then God will help you."
And how many such heroes, unknown and unrecognized, arc there in
Russia today who are risking their lives for the welfare of others and for their
Fatherland. To thee, O Lord, their names are known. It is for Thee and not
for us to compute them.
Russian Orthodox people evacuated Orel with tears. When they had to
leave behind those who were too old or ill to get out of the town, they displayed
what seems to us an uniquely Russian fortitude and courage. They did not
panic, but on the contrary filled those remaining behind with hope and faith
that the day would not be long delayed when they would be reunited and their
hated enemies would be ignominiously driven out from Orel; and filled them
with the assurance that God would not allow the soiled feet of alien robbers to
crush the holy soil of Russia.
And we deeply believe that the Lord will hear their prayers. Russia's soil
will belong to no one but Russians. The Russian people's staunch devotion to
the Orthodox Russian Church and to their Divine Saviour, and their firm and
unbending love for the Russian land that has succoured and reared them, are a
guarantee for this confidence of ours.
The Russian people are making every sacrifice within their power for the
defence of their native land.
Everything-in the Russian people is permeated and illumined by holy prayer
and Christian faith, and this faith will bum and consume those who have dared
to invade our holy soil.
Even our furthermost borderland, Bessarabia, has not been behind in the
upsurge of patriotic inspiration that has filled the rest of the country.
Face to face with the enemy in the fiery first days of the war, the faithful
sons of the Bessarabian Church stood up boldly in defence of their Fatherland
and faith.
Try as the enemies of the Russian land have done in the course of many years
to eradicate among the Orthodox believers of Moldavia everything that per-
tained to the Russian Orthodox Church, which the Moldavian people have